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Message from Professor Banh

I am proud and honored to have such talented students this Fall 2024
semester in ASAM148: Asian Film and Visual Culture. They have

truly excelled in spreading *Asian Joy and Love* by drawing, writing
and producing creative works on Asian American media luminaries
such as Bruce Lee, Anna May Wong and Godzilla. They have truly
done something that most students don’t do which is to shed light on
forgotten and unknown subjects. These students went very deep and
each and every one of the publications holds a beautiful story and

message.

I especially want to commend all the hardworking editors Johana Diaz,
Cory Ford, Evan Kaufman, and Vince Uy. These student editors are

astounding in shepherding their fellow students' works. Yes this
semester all our students "got married" in this publication but it was
these editors who would put them all together in a coherent manner. I
very much enjoyed watching these students leadership skills in action.

This speaks to their good integrity, ethics and deep care for their fellow
students.

Forward



Introduction
A Note From the Editors

ASAM 148 explores the diverse contributions of Asian
Americans and Asians to the world of film, television, and
art. Thanks to Professor Banh, the class covered a wide
range of topics from Asian representation in media to

Godzilla to Asian Genres such as Bollywood and Korean
Drama. The vision behind this project was to capture the

depth of Asian and Asian American art, emphasizing their
culture and global impact.

As editors of this project we are grateful to have had the
opportunity to work with each one of our classmates, and

we would like to thank and acknowledge all of the
contributors for their dedication and hard work to

representing Asian joy and love. We hope that you will
enjoy it!
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Asian American 
TV
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Some of the experiences that are
told in these television shows are
telling a story about migrating to
America and trying to adapt to a
culture that is totally different than
their own.

WHAT IS ASIAN
AMERICAN

TELEVISION?

By: Adam Xiong

Asian American Television is a broad
concept covering shows that center
around Asian American characters or
themes. These shows are often
created by Asian Americans to
capture diverse perspectives  and
experiences.
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Asian American films
explore the experiences and
identities of Asian
Americans, challenging
stereotypes and offering
nuanced perspectives. They
amplify Asian American
voices in cinema by
addressing themes like
migration, identity, and
community (Okada 2015).

BY
JONATHAN OCEGUERA-SANCHEZ

SPOTLIGHT ON ASIAN AMERICAN
TELEVISION
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Bruce Lee (1940-1973) was a martial
artist and cultural icon who reshaped
Hollywood's depiction of Asians. Known
for Enter the Dragon and The Big Boss,
he challenged stereotypes, portraying
Asians as strong, clever, and heroic.
Lee's influence extended beyond films,
blending martial arts with personal
growth, inspiring millions. His legacy
represents resilience, authenticity, and
self-expression against discrimination
(Maeda 2022).

“Be water, my friend” - Bruce Lee
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Anna May Wong (1905-1961) was the first
Chinese American Hollywood star, known for her
elegance and resilience. Appearing in classics like
The Toll of the Sea (1922) and Shanghai Express
(1932), she challenged stereotypes and paved the

way for Asian American artists. In 2022, she
became the first Asian American featured on U.S.
currency, honoring her legacy. (Lim 2019, 45). 
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Asian Americans
in Hollywood 
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Y E L L O W  F A C E  !

F I R S T  M A J O R I T Y  A S I A N
C A S T  F I L M

B Y :  M E N G M O R E
 Y A N G

" F L O W E R  D R U M
S O N G "  ( 1 9 6 1 )  T H I S
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F I R S T  M O V I E  T O

I N C L U D E  A  M A J O R I T Y
A S I A N  C A S T  I N  A
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A N N A  M A Y  W O N G  H A D
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O F T E N E D  P L A Y E D  T H E
R O L E  O F  T H E  " D R A G O N
L A D Y " ,  A  T I M E  W H E R E
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O N  R A C I A L L Y  D R I V E N

S T R E O T Y P E S  O F  A S I A N S .
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B E A U T Y  
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M A L E  A N D
F E M A L E S .
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Anna May Wong
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Anna May Wong - A Legacy of
Progress and Struggle in Early

Hollywood
Anna May wong, born in 1905, was able to find mainstream

success both in Hollywood and overseas despite the constant
racism and discrimination she recieved. While these waves of

racism temporarily washed over her and hindered the work she
would take, it would not stop her from pursuing what she loved to

do; acting. She stands the test of time as a role model for Asian
Americans wanting to pursue the field of film and represents that

no matter the challenge, you can always make a difference and
leave a lasting impact. 

by Adan Solis
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Anna May Wong was the first to
pioneer Asian representation in film
and movies. She faced
discrimination to pave the trail for
other Asian American actors to star
in films and movies.

Wong’s family discriminated against
her for pursuing her dream to star in
films and movies. Also in the film
industry, she would be discriminated
against by having roles taken from
her due to her ethnic background.

WHO PIONEERED
ASIAN AMERICAN

FILM?

By: Adam Xiong
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Bayes Harris

What is 
Godzilla

22



By: Gabriel Burns
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What is Bollywood?
by Evan Kaufman

Bollywood can be described simply as the Indian
film industry. It rose to fame during the Third
World Liberation Front protests for ethnic
studies to be implemented in universities.
Bollywood today is known for its extravagant
dances, characterized by many bright colors and
clothing closely tied to Indian culture.

Bollywood films were some of the first to have

proper diversity in their casting, which was rare
for the period in which these films were
initially made. Much of its diversity may have
been cause by the ostracization of Asian actors in
Hollywood, but nonetheless they were casted
and and made a difference. Bollywood films were
made as early as 1949, but Bollywood films did
not start to gain traction until the 1970s after
the Third World Liberation Front protested for
Universities like the University of California, Los
Angeles, to have ethnic studies courses.

Throughout history, Asian Americans have been

underrepresented in every aspect of life. It has
been up to them to advocate for themselves to
have the same opportunities as everyone else. The
Bollywood film industry, and Asian American film
in general, has acted to bridge the gap between
Asian Americans and getting recognition in
Hollywood.

Intro

Diversity

History
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Ahmad, Afaq. "A Critical Analysis of Bollywood Actor Aamir Khan’s Selected Movies."

Deakin, Nicholas, and Dinesh Bhugra. 2012. “Families in Bollywood Cinema: Changes and Context.
International Review of Psychiatry 24 (2): 166–72. doi:10.3109/09540261.2012.656307.

Saran, Renu. Encyclopedia of Bollywood–Film Actors. Diamond Pocket Books Pvt Ltd, 2014.

Much like any other industry in the world, the Bollywood

film industry has evolved with the times depending on what

the public finds interesting. In the past, the main characters

in Bollywood films consisted mainly of men since the

patriarchy was something not adequately addressed. In today's

world, Bollywood and films, in general, are more inclusive

for women and other minorities. The Bollywood film

industry can be "...best understood in the context of social

divisions, social, political and economic conditions prevalent

at that particular time" (Deakin and Bhugra 2012, 167).

Throughout history, many important figures have emerged from the Bollywood film industry. One of the

most important is Aamir Khan, an actor, producer, and director in Bollywood. He is regarded as "Mr.

Perfectionist" and has many accolades to his name, such as multiple Filmfare awards for Best Actor (Saran

2014, 1). Afaq Ahmad explains, "The way Aamir Khan portrays various characters in his movies make him a

perfect actor of adaptable characteristics" (Ahmad 2019, 1). Khan's talent has had a substantial impact on

Bollywood films and has helped solidify the Bollywood film industry as an industry able to provide box

office hits and appeal to the public.

Bollywood is one of the most impactful aspects of Asian American film and film in general. From its diverse history to its

actors that became famous because of Bollywood, the Bollywood film industry is nothing short of spectacular. From

activism in the late 1970s to now, Bollywood has been at the forefront, providing a great example of what Asian Americans

can do and how the Bollywood film industry can be marketable to the public to prove that minority groups can be

successful in the media’s eye. In conclusion, Bollywood stands as one of the most diverse film industries because of its vast

history and perseverance throughout history.

”

Important Figures

Evolution

Conclusion

Works Cited
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 BOLLYWOOD
By: Issak Flores

Bollywood, also known as the Indian Film
industry, established in the year of 1903,

is the second largest film industry
composing 10,000 films every year. Based
in the city of Mumbai, Bollywood combines
the film tactics of Bombay and Hollywood
hence why the suffix of the name is the
same. In many of the Films there is the

use of lots of dancing, and amazing music
that relates to the Indian culture.
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BOLLYWOOD HISTORY

LUMIERE BROTHERS
(1862-1952) (1864-

1948)

The origin of Bollywood can be traced back
to the nineteenth century, where a picture
was presented by the Lumiere brothers in
1896. This picture then inspired the still
photographer Harishchandra Sakharam

Bhatavdekar to purchase his first camera
and debut his first picture, The Wrestlers,

regarded as the first motion picture in
Indian cinema. Moving forward to the year
1931 where many tend to believe the first

featured Indian film to be created, this film
is known as Raja Harishandra, this film was

directed by Dadasaheb Phalke.

RAJA HARISHANDRA
(1913)

DILIP KUMAR (1922-2021)

IMPORTANT FIGURES
 Dadasaheb Phalke (Dhundiraj Govind Phalke),

founding father of Indian film
Another historical figure for Indian films is

Dilip Kumar. He is widely known as the
greatest acting exponent in India

Lumiere Brothers
Harishchandra Sakharam Bhatavdekar

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

TOP 5 BOLLYWOOD FILMS

Thappad (2020)
Monsson wedding (1995)

Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
(1995)

Queen(2014)
 Article 15 (2019).

WORKS CITED

WHAT IS BOLLYWOOD? EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
HTTPS://WWW.NFI.EDU/WHAT-IS-BOLLYWOOD/

KING HARISHCHANDRA STORY – THE KING WHO IS AN EPITOME OF TRUTH AND VIRTUE
HTTPS://MYTHGYAAN.COM/HARISHCHANDRA-STORY/

BRITANNICA, T. EDITORS OF ENCYCLOPAEDIA (2024, OCTOBER 9). DADASAHEB PHALKE. ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/BIOGRAPHY/DADASAHEB-PHALKE
ROY, G. (2024, NOVEMBER 22). BOLLYWOOD. ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/TOPIC/BOLLYWOOD-FILM-INDUSTRY-INDIA
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KOREAN DRAMAS
By: Karina Ramirez

K-DRAMAS OVER TIME

South Korean Dramas in the late 1990s to the early 2000s were the
first wave of Hallyu as K-dramas generated interest outside of
South Korea because of their emotional family-centric themes. The
second wave of Hallyu is where K-dramas became even more
popular and global with the help of YouTube as it now became
easier to access these dramas with the add-on of subtitles in
various languages the audience for K-dramas grew. This era of K-
dramas set included new genres such as fantasy, action, and
historical fiction which gained the interest of younger audiences.
From mid-2010 till 2024, K-dramas have become globally popular.
With the success of films such as All of Us Are Dead (2022) and
high- budget shows like Squid Game (2021). Netflix took an
investment in Korean original dramas. Through this platform,
these shows have become more accessible with dubbing/ subtitles
in various languages driving its popularity. 
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KOREAN DRAMAS

Streaming platforms are the reason for the mass popularity of K-
dramas in the United States but also the compelling storytelling
and their cultural engagement. Netflix saw the increased interest in
K- Dramas from the first drama they picked up Love Alarm (2019)
and started investing in more Korean content productions such as
Squid Game and It's Okay Not to Be Okay. Also. The Structure of K-
Dramas usually only has one season with longer episodes and a
clear and enthralling story, unlike American TV shows which often
have multiple seasons that tend to be drawn out, and many times
their stories are left unfinished as it has become common for shows
to be canceled. Themes like love, family, and Korean traditional
values are what intrigues American audiences. From the fast-paced
relationships seen in American TV shows to the slower whimsical
love stories in K-dramas bring a nice sense of fresh air. 
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COMMUNICATION 17 (2023): 20-20.
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(FEBRUARY 28, 2020): 125–50.
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Korean
Wave

By: Jesse Rojas
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Korean Drama’s popularity could not have been
made possible without the many contributions of

previous Asian filmmakers, “made three
groundbreaking martial arts films that

transformed him into Asia’s biggest movie star.
This trilogy examined nationalism and

transnationalism, showcased the martial arts
philosophy that Bruce had developed while on the
West Coast, and galvanized audiences not only in

Asia but throughout the world” (Maeda, 2022,
p.24).

 A study was done in the U.S. that
exhibits results that, “women make up
65% of Korean drama fans in the U.S.”

(Chuang & Lee, 2013, para. 15). This
information is important because it

allows the Asian Film industry insight to
who their target audience is.

Works Cited:
Parc, Jimmyn, and Moon Hwy-Chang. “Korean Dramas and
Films: Key Factors for Their International Competitiveness.” Brill,
January 1, 2013. Kim, Sangkyun, and Hua Wang.
“Http://Journals.Sagepub.Com/Doi/Abs/10.1177/0887302x073036
26 | Request PDF.” Sage Journals, July 17, 2012. Chuang, Lisa M.,
and Hye Eun Lee. “Korean Wave: Enjoyment Factors of Korean
Dramas in the U.S.” International Journal of Intercultural
Relations, August 24, 2013. Maeda, Daryl Joji. “Like Water: A
Cultural History of Bruce Lee: Paperback.” Barnes & Noble, April
1, 2024.

 “In relation to the screen-tourism
phenomenon, the recent emergence and
international popularity of Korean popular

culture and its apparent impact on inbound
tourism is notable” (Kim & Wang, 2012, para.

15). With such an influx of tourism in Korea
resulting from the Korean Wave we can see yet
again the impact K-drama has made, allowing

for significant economic growth from just
tourism alone.

Korean Drama is a part of a fairly recent
sensation, this sudden boom is known as Hallyu
or the Korean Wave “The Korean wave, which is
the popularity of Korean entertainment outside

Korea, is a fairly new phenomenon” (Parc &
Chang, 2013, p. 126). 
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What Is Asian American Art? By: Alfonso Hernandez

In a guest speaking youtube video there is an idea
that “Asian American Art is seen as unnamable, and this

art should be seen from a broader perspective in the
community” (Susette Min, 51:06, 2024). This broad

perspective may also bring diversity. Each piece can tell a
story of fear, resilience, and vibrant creativity that

enhances the collective cultural landscape. Examples of
those arts are actors, films, readings, music, and physical

art pieces. These provide unique perspectives and
contribute to our world where everyone can share their

voice.

Works cited: Jenny Banh. “Susette Min & Mark Johnson Asian American Art.” , 17 Apr. 2024, www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQ65iqMFrT0. Accessed 5 Dec. 2024.YouTube
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About the Editors and Contributors

Jenny Banh is an associate professor of Asian American studies and anthropology at California State
University, Fresno. She is the co editor of Anthropology of Los Angeles: Place and Agency in an Urban
Setting and American Chinese Restaurants: Society, Culture, and Consumption.

Gabriel Burns is a first generation Filipino college student attending California State University of
Fresno, majoring in Animal science with a pre-vet background. He was born in a small town in the
central valley of California, also known as Porterville. Even though his major is Animal science, he has
a passion towards filming due to his grandfather’s involvement in film and photography.

Jasmin Chavarria is a proud first-generation college student at California State University,
Fresno, pursuing a degree in Kinesiology with a focus on Exercise Science. She was born in
Santa Maria, California, and raised in the small town of Los Alamos. Jasmin is passionate
about health, fitness, and empowering others through physical wellness, aspiring to make a
meaningful impact in her field.

Johana Diaz is a student (senior) at California State University, Fresno and she is majoring in
Theatre Arts—General emphasis. She was an immigrant from the Philippines who came to the
United States at the age of 10. She is currently a member of Magkaisa Filipino club and wants to
be a part of the film industry representing Filipino Americans.

Issak Flores is a student at California state university, Fresno majoring in exercise science.
Planning on entering PT school once graduating. His end goal is to become a physical therapist.

Cory Ford is a senior at California State University, Fresno majoring in psychology and is planning
to attend graduate school to pursue his Ed.S. in school psychology. He is the treasurer of Psi Chi
and a research assistant for the Carrasco Lab.

Haley Goldman is a first generation student majoring in Cognitive Science at California State
University, Fresno. She is aiming to pursue a higher education to attend medical school. She is a
contributor to the Asian American Film and Video class publication.

Bayes Harris is a Fashion Merchandising major and Asian American Studies minor attending
Fresno State. Originally from Indianapolis, Bayes moved to Fresno before her Senior year of high
school and proceeded to stay local for her first three years of college. She will continue pursuing
her education in fashion merchandising and design at San Francisco State.

Alfonso Hernandez is a first-generation student majoring in Kinesiology to become a Physical
Education teacher. He attended a Charter school, and from that school, he used his knowledge of
graphic design and ethnic studies to create a digital drawing of Godzilla and a message showing
the importance of Asian Art.

Evan Kaufman is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Deaf Studies-
Interpreting and minoring in Asian American Studies. He hopes to change his minor into a double
major in Fall 2025.

Jonathan Oceguera-Sanchez, a Business Administration major with a Finance option at
California State University, Fresno, aims to graduate in 2026. He aspires to establish his own
hedge fund, combining his passion for finance and entrepreneurial spirit.
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Karina Ramirez is a first-generation Mexican American student majoring in Psychology. She is
attending California State University, Fresno, for her senior year. She is a contributor to the Asian
American Film and Video class publication specifically the South Korean Drama portion of the
publication.

Jesse Rojas is a first generation student double majoring in Kinesiology (emphasis in Physical
Education) and Asian American Studies at California State University, Fresno. He is a contributor
to the Asian American Film and Video class publication.

Adan Solis Is a senior at California State University, Fresno. Pursuing a Major in Viticulture with a
minor in Enology. He is an active member of three Fresno State organizations: Viticulture Club,
Rugby Club, and Wrestling Club. Currently working at the Jordan Agriculture Research Center as a
Research Assistant for Dr. Brillante.

Tiffany Nguyen is a Biology student at California State University, Fresno; Currently progressing
in her bachelors in Biology, she hopes to pursue a career in pharmacy.

Adam Xiong is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Construction
Management. He is an active member of the Hmong Student Association (HMSA) and a
president of DBIA (Design-Build Institute of America). He is expected to graduate with his
Bachelor's degree in Construction Management in Spring 2025.

Victoria Xiong is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Biology and minoring
in Asian American Studies. She is an active member of the Health Careers Opportunities Program
(HCOP) and is striving towards becoming a future Physician Assistant.

Vince Uy is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Environmental Sciences.
He is an active member of the Magkaisa Filipino Club and aims to be a field researcher on
environmental conservation, with an emphasis in marine science.

Dilan Ramirez is a junior at Fresno State majoring in Film and Media. He is a contributor to the
Asian American Film and Video class publication. He hopes to finish college and hopefully get a job
working in Film as a cinematographer or as a screenwriter.

Allison Vang is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Psychology and
minoring in Asian American Studies. She is a member of a research group exploring Culturally
Responsive Pedagogies mentored by Dr.Emily Walter, a StudentAmbassador at the Richter
Center and the secretary of the Active Minds Club on campus.

Kai Vang is currently an Asian American (Hmong) student that attends California State
University, Fresno majoring in Nursing. He is an active student under the Human Health and
Services department. Moreover, he is into his junior year and will be finishing shortly.

Ashly Yang is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Graphic Design
emphasis on Illustration. Hoping to start up her own online store and freelancing artwork in her
own art style and bring in awareness of the Hmong culture through art.

Mengmore (Ace) Yang is a biology student at Fresno State University. He is a field biologist that
works with the endangered species of California. This is his last semester at Fresno State
University as he is set to graduate Spring 2025.
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Vanessa Vang is a Hmong American student attending California State University, Fresno. She is
currently in her third year of college. Vanessa is set to graduate with her Bachelor’s degree in
psychology by spring of 2026. Upon graduation, she will attend Fresno State’s master’s
counseling program to become a psychotherapist as her career.
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