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Forward
Message from Professor Banh

I am proud and honored to have such talented students this Fall 2024 semester in ASAM148: Asian
Film and Visual Culture. They have truly excelled in spreading *Asian Joy and Love* by drawing,

writing and producing creative works on Asian American media luminaries such as Bruce Lee, Anna
May Wong and Godzilla. They have truly done something that most students don’t do which is to shed
light on forgotten and unknown subjects. These students went very deep and each and every one of the

publications holds a beautiful story and message.

I especially want to commend all the hardworking editors Johana Diaz, Cory Ford, 
Evan Kaufman, and Vince Uy. These student editors are astounding in shepherding their fellow

students' works. Yes this semester all our students "got married" in this publication but it was these
editors who would put them all together in a coherent manner. I very much enjoyed watching these

students leadership skills in action. This speaks to their good integrity, ethics and deep care for their
fellow students.



Introduction
A Note From the Editors

ASAM 148 explores the diverse contributions of Asian Americans and Asians to the world of film,
television, and art. Thanks to Professor Banh, the class covered a wide range of topics from Asian

representation in media to Godzilla to Asian Genres such as Bollywood and Korean Drama. The vision
behind this project was to capture the depth of Asian and Asian American art, emphasizing their culture

and global impact.

As editors of this project we are grateful to have had the opportunity to work with each one of our
classmates, and we would like to thank and acknowledge all of the contributors for their dedication and

hard work to representing Asian joy and love. We hope that you will enjoy it!
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Asian Americans
in Hollywood 
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ANNA MAY WONG STEPPED UP FOR HERSELF AND
MADE A FILM COMPARING HOW SHE WAS TREATED
ACTING IN THE UNITED STATES VS IN CHINA... WHEN
WONG PLAYED “ORIENTAL ROLES,” SHE ENGAGED IN

CROSS-CULTURAL AND CROSS-RACIAL
PERFORMANCE. (LIM 2019:88). 

 FIRST, HE BLOCKED BRUCE’S THRUST, STATING, “WE
THINK THERE IS GREAT VALUE IN PRESENTING KATO
AS A SOMEWHAT TACITURN AND ENIGMATIC ‘MAN

OF ACTION’ RATHER THAN A TALKER.”(MAEDA
2023:166).

Released in 1931

Released in 1966Asian Americans in
Hollywood

By: Changseng Aaron Her
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Asian Americans in
Hollywood from

2018-2022 

Asian men weren’t
portrayed as asexual and

Asian women weren’t
portrayed as a dragonlady

Women in this movie had leading
roles and were not presented as

oriental/sexual 

Simu Liu was portrayed as
strong, a hero, and a

leader
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Anna May Wong’s
Influence on Film
Today
by Hannah Salarda

I N T O  T H E  L I G H T
In recent years, Anna May Wong’s story and
struggles have been coming into light. Her name
and story have been released in new media such as
in published books, PBS news articles, and more.
Her name and image was even released on a
quarter, distributed on October 24, 2022. She was
placed onto the quarter due to her influential
career (Oladipo 2022). She persevered against
racial discrimination in acting. She was a pioneer
in Hollywood during a time of racism,
stereotyping, typecasting, exclusions, and
marginalization. 

As described, Wong was born to be a star and dreamt of becoming one at a
very young age. Throughout her acting career, she set out to better herself in
skills, find better roles that suit her, followed her acting aspirations, and
never stopped moving forward (Zia and Gall 1995). 

Wong was confined by racism to roles that showed less
of her and who she was (Lim 2022). But despite these
restrictions, her story includes the cultivation of
openness towards societal racism, fighting against
stereotypes and discrimination, pushing for more
representation in US cinema, and inspiring the art of
moving forward no matter the obstacle. She adapted
and persisted. She was the pioneer for Asian Americans
in Hollywood (Oladipo 2022). Because of what she
overcame, she redefined Asian American roles in
cinema as a whole. 

R E D E F I N I N G  C I N E M A

P E R S E V E R E D  &  D E T E R M I N E D

(Zia and Gall, 1995)
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Asian American Advocate

Source of Inspiration Today
In conclusion, her story is one that should inspire the new generations to come. She is a source of inspiration as a strong-willed Chinese-Asian-American who achieved success in
the face of explicit racism. She worked hard, started in over sixty movies, beat stereotypes and never gave up despite the flawed cards she was given. If it were not for her stories
and open struggles she fought for, we would not have the films we have today.

First Chinese American
Hollywood Star Work Ethic

Second, her hard work ethic. Her eagerness to
build her career with drive, strength, and
determination against any obstacle is enough to
inspire many after her. She was tenacious and
persistent. To Wong, roles just seemed
unattainable with racism limiting her
opportunities as an actor. But in Europe, she
became a huge hit and had performances she
could never have had in America. In Germany,
she was no longer limited to smaller roles, and
could be hired in starring roles as she always
dreamed (Lim 2022). Instead of giving up and
accepting the smaller, disregarded roles she was
offered in America, she went somewhere where
she would be valued and respected. That drive
is what makes her a star. She would relocate to
Berlin, Germany, and learn new languages,
reinventing representation and more multi-
dimensional rolesherself constantly. To Wong,
bigger Hollywood for Asian American actors"
(Oladipo 2022). 

First, Anna May Wong being the very first
Chinese American Hollywood movie star is an
inspiration and a big victory for all Asian
Americans. She was defined as a “...courageous
advocate who championed for increased

Over Sixty Films
Third, following her trait of hard work, her
success in performing in over sixty films and
reaching global popularity is a major
achievement. Constantly working hard and
again, learning new skills and languages, makes
her an inspiration. She was the representation of
Asians during her time, especially while racism
was prominent in Hollywood (Oladipo 2022).

Fourth, even during her successes, she advocated for Asian Americans and spoke for what she believed in (Zia and Gall 1995). She was open about her experiences facing
racism and dislikes in the roles Hollywood offered her. She was willing to speak about the mistreatment she had to endure in the misguided film industry. She refused to
accept satisfaction in the stereotyped, supporting roles given to her, and that lays the groundwork for today’s Asian American actors and the roles they play in modern film
today. Being open about opinions instead of staying quiet, breaks the stereotype that all Asians are quiet and submissive. She expressed her disagreements instead of
accepting the typecasting against her. 

Cited: American women quarters 2022 Ornament. Accessed November 15, 2024. https://catalog.usmint.gov/american-women-quarters-2022-ornament-anna-may-wong-22WO5.html.
Lim, Shirley J. “After Hollywood thwarted Anna May Wong, the actress took matters into her own hands.” AP Online, March 7, 2022. Gale In Context: Opposing Viewpoints.
https://link-gale-com.cloviscc.idm.oclc.org/apps/doc/A737044292/OVIC?u=cclc_clovis&sid=bookmark-OVIC&xid=9bbc0cc2. Oladipo, Gloria. “Anna May Wong to become first
Asian American to appear on US currency; Wong, pioneering actor of early 20th century who faced Hollywood discrimination, to have image shown on new quarters.” The Guardian
(London, England), October 19, 2022. Gale In Context: Opposing Viewpoints. https://link-gale- com.cloviscc.idm.oclc.org/apps/doc/A723286030/OVIC?
u=cclc_clovis&sid=bookmark-OVIC&xid=c2b36aee. Zia, Helen., and Susan B. Gall. “Anna May Wong.” In Notable Asian Amerians, edited by Helen Zia and Susan B. Gall. Gale In
Context: Biography, 1995. https://link-gale- com.cloviscc.idm.oclc.org/apps/doc/K1620000230/BIC?u=cclc_clovis&sid=bookmark-BIC&xid=5d750873.
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By Erik Pompa Ayon
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Godzilla first appeared
in the original film
released in 1954 Japan

Its reference is towards
the atomic bomb that
had been dropped on
Nagasaki and Hiroshima

Directed by Ishiro
Honda

Where is Godzilla
By Sever Vang

Image from Gojira, 1954 (Everett Collection)
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Films made now still
show the iconic
creature but without
its true meaning

Film made in 2014 &
2019

Directed by Gareth
Edwards (2014) & by
Michael Dougherty
(2019)

Images from Warner Bros
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Who is Godzilla: By Joshua Nachand
The Movie Star Godzilla 

Godzilla is one of Japan’s most famous super stars who

has been in over 30 movies. Godzilla is a towering monster
that is best know for destroying cities and causing

mayhem. 

The creator of Godzilla 

Godzilla was created by Tomoyuki Tanaka and the film first

released 1954. Tanaka gained inspiration for Godzilla after
seeing the decimated city of Hiroshima 

What Godzilla represents

There are several things that Godzilla can represent and what he

represents is different for each person. To the people of Japan,
he is the metaphorical representation of the atomic bomb.
Godzilla is a tool to help the Japanese people cope with the

horrors of the atomic bomb.
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Japan’s Godzilla 

Godzilla has been around for over 70 years and from
his first introduction to his most recent versions

there has been several changes. The older Godzilla
represented the destruction of Hiroshima and

Nagasaki. The oldest film is a piece of critical media
that has deeper meaning. In the older depictions of

Godzilla it shows the suffering of the Japanese
people and is critical of the role of America in the

destruction of Japan. 

Hollywood's Godzilla 

The older Godzilla films are made by the Japanese
people and describe the struggles they have gone

through. But modern versions of Godzilla have been co-
opted by Hollywood and create movies that don’t show

the depth that the older films had. When the first
Godzilla film was brought to America Hollywood altered

the movie to make it more acceptable to western
audiences. They did this by taking out any reference to

Hiroshima and Nagasaki and anything that was “anti-
American”.

Hollywood's V.S
Japan's Godzilla 
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Korean Dramas & K-Pop
What brought Korean dramas to the US?
When K-pop came to the US so did K-
dramas. “While K-drama hit its peak in
regional popularity, the Korean popular
music (K-pop) performed by idol bands
became a new epicenter of the hot Korean
pop culture by the mid-2000s, while the
Korean Wave attracted even broader
transnational audience bases, flowing into
the Middle East, North and South America,
and Europe.” (Ju, 2018, pg. 2) Both Korean
Dramas and K-pop intertwined with each
other for the past 5 to 6 years. 

What were Korean dramas were
made for?
They were made for Korean
housewives to enjoy, while they
doing house work. First, they
were just manhwas which were
novels like books, cartoon strips,
comic books, and radio dramas
during 1928. (Lee, 2019, pg3 & 4)
Korean dramas today are
starting to adapt Manhwas into
live action dramas. 

By Delandra Yang

Business Proposal
2022
on Netflix
A romance drama 

Sweet Home
2020
On Netflix
A fantasy, science fiction,
action fill TV series 

Popular Korean TV show Squid Game
Squid Game 202), is one popular one that is mentioned by many Americans and
is a favorite amongst the many Korean drama. This show was so popular on 
Netflix, winning 6 Emmy’s at the 74th Emmy awards in America. (University Wire,
2021) The show is a thriller, suspense drama loved by many Americans.
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What makes Korean
drama special?

Korean Dramas have changed so many lives especially
when it comes to certain issues that seem relatable.
Bullying is one of the most serious crimes or scandals
ongoing in South Korea to this day. Big journalists or

online media outlets have formulated and exposed
celebrities or people in power’s alleged history and

private lives as well. 

 With the rise of K-pop and K-Dramas, it helps boost Asian
American writers and filmmakers to be more known. “Both films
were feature-length Asian American films that struggled with
articulating knowledge about Asian American identity, but in
totally different ways,” (Okada, 31-32). Korean dramas have
made a huge impact on Asians and Asian Americans and it

made them discover and want to know more about their own
culture. Korean Dramas is a very popular genre that helps deal
with self-awareness, knowing one’s value, and understanding

culture. 

Korean Dramas have various
genres, just like Western TV/Film

Romance/Comedy
School life/Youth
Medical Dramas
Historical/Joseon Era
Mythical/Supernatural
Real-life stories
Revenge Stories
Light-hearted
Musical
Action
Thriller/Suspense/Horror
Melodrama
Adventure/Game
Psychological

by JOHANA DIAZ
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What are some Korean Dramas
that have won awards in the U.S?

Parasite (2019) - Academy Award, Golden Globes
Minari (2019) - Academy Awards, Golden Globes

Squid Game (2021)- Golden globes, Primetime Emmy, People choice, etc.
Pachinko (2022) - Critics Choice Awards

Beef (2023) - Primetime Emmys Why study Korean Drama History?

It is important to know that Korean drama is very informative
and very appropriate for anyone to get into since it provides a

variety of stories with different messages and it educates
people about their culture and the style of writing. It is also

interesting to learn and appreciate different cultures, such as
taking an interest in learning the language so we could

understand the dialogues better.
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Asians in AnimationMisrepresentation
of Asians

By: Ashly Yang

Early portrayals of Asians in animation were
often shaped by non-Asian perspectives,

frequently relying on stereotyped, exoticized
views rooted in "ancient" imagery rather than
capturing the diversity of Asian experiences.

While these portrayals might have seemed like an
homage to Asian heritage, they often lacked

authentic engagement with Asian cultures and
could come across as one-dimensional.

The importance of uncovering a lost
history and of critiquing historical

racism, they are resolutely
ideological in the pursuit of a

"positive image" for Asian Americans.
(Okada, 2015)
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This issue with representation is deeply rooted, and
early animation often enforced limiting stereotypes
on Asian characters, diminishing their complexity and
humanity. In early depictions, Asian characters were

not only marginalized in screen time but were
frequently confined to narrow, often exaggerated

tropes that prioritized an "exotic" or "othered"
identity over an authentic portrayal. From early

animations, there are rules that molded minorities,
Asian Americans do not speak out against racism.

(Loader, 2010) Even Peggy Hill, from King of the Hill,
has a script that says Asians are "by nature, shy and
reserved."(lbid, 2019) Thus creating the problem of
Asian representation in an Asian American animation.

Such stereotypes have long-lasting
impacts, particularly in how they shape
viewers' perceptions and create limiting

expectations for Asian individuals in
society. Stereotyped portrayals

reinforce the "model minority" myth,
which not only undermines Asian

Americans' struggles and contributions
but also erases the breadth of their

experiences, ambitions, and voices.
Additionally, the lack of nuanced roles

for Asian characters historically
mirrored the lack of diversity behind the

scenes, where non-Asian writers and
animators projected their own limited
views onto characters, perpetuating

harmful biases.

The representation of
Asian Americans has
been called out from
animation and films
for their stereotypes

on Asians.

Now, with more Asian American and Asian
creators in the animation field, there's a

growing authenticity in representation. We
see Asian characters and settings reflecting
not only traditional or historical aspects

but also modern, multicultural experiences
that resonate with broader audiences. Asian

American animators bring stories that
reflect nuanced identities, exploring
everything from cultural heritage to

contemporary lives and challenges. This more
authentic storytelling strengthens the bond
between the work and the audience, fostering

a sense of belonging and pride in seeing
layered, relatable characters and worlds

that aren't confined to stereotypes.
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Ma, Sheng-mei. The deathly embrace: Orientalism and Asian American identity. U of Minnesota Press, 2000.
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Ruh, Brian. "EARLY JAPANESE ANIMATION IN THE UNITED STATES." The Japanification of Children's Popular Culture: From
Godzilla to Miyazaki (2008): 209.
Sharifah, Melani , and Muh Shofiyuddin. AN ANALYSIS of SPEECH ACT in ELEMENTAL:FORCES of NATURE (2023) MOVIE SCRIPT. 4 July
2024, pp. 857–865.
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pursue his Ed.S. in school psychology. He is the treasurer of Psi Chi and a research assistant for the Carrasco Lab.
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and continue his education to become a sports medicine physician. 
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Evan Kaufman is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Deaf Studies-Interpreting and minoring in Asian
American Studies. He hopes to change his minor into a double major in Fall 2025.

Joshua Nachand is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in business administration option in marketing.
Contributed to Asian American Film and Video class publication.

Hannah Salarda is a nursing student at California State University, Fresno. Her main focus is to get her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing. She is also an active member of the California Nursing Students Association presented at Fresno State. 

Vince Uy is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Environmental Sciences. He is an active member of the
Magkaisa Filipino Club and aims to be a field researcher on environmental conservation, with an emphasis in marine science.

Adam Xiong is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Construction Management. He is an active member
of the Hmong Student Association (HMSA) and a president of DBIA (Design-Build Institute of America). He is expected to
graduate with his Bachelor's degree in Construction Management in Spring 2025. 

26



Ashly Yang is a student at California State University, Fresno majoring in Graphic Design emphasis on Illustration. 
Hoping to start up her own online store and freelancing artwork in her own art style and bring in awareness of the Hmong
culture through art. 

Delandra Yang is a Hmong American student from small town Fresno, California. She is a student from California State University
Fresno, majoring in Criminology law enforcement. I will be graduating in the spring of 2025. She hopes to work in the international
intelligence system in America when she is done with school. 
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