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Anthropologist of the Fortnight
Rudolf Pöch (1870 – 1921)

    Rudolf Pöch, born in Tarnopol (Ukraine), was an Austrian Scholar and physician who became interested in anthropology and ethnology after a medical mission to India where he investigated the plague in 1897. After a trip to Africa to cure malaria in 1902 he started planning his trips focusing on physical anthropology.  He was the first to find scientific evidence of pygmies after a five year expedition to New Guinea. He is also known for his research of prisoner-of-war camps during World War I using technical equipment noteworthy at that time. He was a groundbreaking media pioneer of field photography and early sound and film recordings. Pöch became the first Austrian Professor of Anthropology and Ethnology and founded the Institute of Anthropology at the University of Vienna but died shortly after in Innsbruck, Austria in 1921.

(http://poech.fox.co.at/en/index.htm)
Quotation of the Fortnight
People keep asking how anthropology is different from sociology, and everybody gets nervous.  -Clifford Geertz


Anthro Club Minutes
Heather Balcom

    The first archaeology lecture was a great success.  Fresno Anthro Club had a table and sold our club tee-shirts.  We hope to continue our involvement in future presentations; the Central Valley Archaeologists and Fresno State Geography club will host another lecture, this one on underwater archaeology, on the first Monday of November.

    There is an Anthro Club Holloween Social, tentatively scheduled for November 3rd.

    We are taking a field trip to the L.A. natural history museum on Saturday, November 10th.  Students and faculty are welcome.  Email Heather (hbalcom@csufresno.edu) by November 3rd to sign up; please note if you are willing to drive.  Anthro Club will pay for gas and museum tickets.  We are all responsible for our own transportation but will likely carpool amongst ourselves.  

AnthroGeek

By Jim Mullooly
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Student: Hey AnthroGeek, what happens when you put a bunch of ethnographers and archeologists in a room and ask them to define culture?
AnthroGeek: Well, that is an interesting question. Whereas the archeologists may prefer to focus on artifact-based definitions of culture, the ethnographers would likely focus on socio-cultural aspects of the definition.
Student: No, no, no, that’s when anthropology gets “physical”, get it!?!?!
2007 Darwin Award Nominee
Confirmed True by Darwin
Steel Steal

“Oh no, not again!”
(28 July 2007, Czech Republic) A pack of thieves attempted to steal and sell "scrap metal" from an abandoned factory in Kladno. Unfortunately for them, they selected the steel girders that supported the factory roof! When the girders were dismantled, the roof proceeded to fall, fatally crushing two of the thieves, and injuring three others.
(21 June 2007, Philippines) Three enterprising individuals tried to make a buck by selling metal to the scrap heap. They entered a former US military complex in Clark, Pampanga, Philippines. Before them stood the prize: an abandoned water tank! Bedazzled by the profit to be made, the three gleefully abandoned logic, and began to cut the metal legs out from under the water tank. Guess where the tank fell? Straight onto the thieves. They have not yet been identified, as their bodies were severely flattened. (www.darwinawards.com)
Anthropological Terms of Interest

Recently my fiancé’s mother informed me of a terrible illness that happens in Colombia brought about by someone strong staring at someone weak. She insisted this illness is real and life threatening and that I must always keep my future children away from places where many people can look at them. Low and behold, while in search of the Anthropological Term of Interest I found this interesting tidbit:
mal de ojo (the "evil eye") - a kind of personality illness in Latin America and parts of the Mediterranean Basin resulting from soul loss.  The cause is traditionally thought to be a strong person staring at a weak individual.  The eyes of the strong person drain the power and/or soul from the weak one.  Proof that this has occurred to someone is that he or she cries inconsolably without a cause, has fitful sleep, diarrhea, vomiting, and/or a fever.  It is thought that powerful people can cause this draining of the soul intentionally or unintentionally.  In traditional Mexican and Central American culture, women, babies, and young children are thought of as being weak, while men as well as rich and politically powerful people of either gender are strong.  People who believe in the existence of mal de ojo are likely to seek out a curandero to cure it. 
(http://anthro.palomar.edu/tutorials/cglossary.htm)

Upcoming Events

The Uprooting Racism Project and 

The Central Valley Cultural Heritage Institute 

Present the Film
Mirrors of Privilege: 

Making Whiteness Visible
Saturday, November 17, 2007

Fresno State University Student Union Room 309

10 AM - 1 PM

Registration at 9:45
Mirrors of Privilege: Making Whiteness Visible is a brilliant documentary and a must-see for all people who are interested in justice, spiritual growth and community making. It features the experiences of white women and men who have worked to gain insight into what it means to challenge notions of racism and white supremacy in the United States. You can learn more about the film at www.world-trust.org .

For RSVP or More Information Contact: Vickie Fouts at: UprootingRacism@sti.net or (559) 658-8260. This Event is Free and Open to All – Free Parking

Cineculture Club Present the Film
Bowling for Columbine (2002)

Friday, Nov. 2, 2007

5:15 pm, McLane 121 (North of Student Union)

Directed by Michael Moore. In this Oscar-winning documentary, Moore interviews South Park co-creator Matt Stone, the NRA's then-president Charlton Heston, and musician Marilyn Manson among others, seeking to discover why the Columbine massacre occurred and why the United States has so high a rate of violent crimes.

Post-screening discussant: Dr. Joe Parks (CSUF Professor, Kremen School of Education).
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