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2018 San Joaquin Valley Survey – Results on 2018 Elections
Newsom and Cox Lead in Close Gubernatorial Race in the San Joaquin Valley
According to a new survey of San Joaquin Valley registered voters, Democrat Gavin Newsom and Republican John Cox lead a close field of candidates running for the 2018 gubernatorial election. Fifteen percent of respondents said they would vote for Newsom if the election were held today, while 12 percent would support Cox (see Table 1 below). Under California’s top-2 primary, the two candidates with the most votes, regardless of their party, move on to compete in the November general election. The poll was conducted in mid-February by the Institute for Leadership and Public Policy at Fresno State and has a margin of error of +/- 3.9 percent. 
Republican Travis Allen comes in third with 11 percent of registered voters indicating that they would vote for him, while Democrat Antonio Villaraigosa is fourth with 9 percent support. Democrat John Chiang and Democrat Delaine Eastin received the least support with 4 percent and 2 percent, respectively. A significant percentage of voters in the San Joaquin Valley remain undecided, with nearly 4 out of 10 indicating no candidate preference.

Among party registrants, Democrats favor Newsom (27 percent) and Villaraigosa (17 percent), while Republicans lean towards Cox (30 percent) and Allen (21 percent). A small plurality of Independents, or those who designate No Party Preference, back Newsom with 14 percent indicating support for him, followed by Allen (11 percent), and Villaraigosa (10 percent).

With regard to race and ethnicity, Newsom and Cox are tied for the lead among whites at 17 percent, followed by Allen at 12 percent. Villaraigosa leads among Latino registered voters, as 22 percent said that they would vote for him. Newsom is second with 13 percent of Latino support, while Allen is third with 8 percent. The two Republican candidates lead among non-white, non-Latinos. Twelve percent of these voters indicated they would support Cox if the election were held today, while 11 percent said they would support Allen. Among Democratic candidates, Newsom had the most support from non-white, non-Latinos with 8 percent.        
There does not appear to be a large gender gap in support for the gubernatorial candidates. With 16 percent support, Newsom leads among female voters, while the two Republican candidates, Cox and Allen, are tied among male voters at 15 percent apiece. Villaraigosa and Cox are tied for second at 10 percent among female voters, while Newsom (14 percent) and Villaraigosa (8 percent) are third and fourth among male voters.

   Table 1: Percentage That Would Vote for Each Candidate
	
	
	Party Registration
	
	Race/Ethnicity
	
	Gender

	
	All
	Dem
	Rep
	Ind.
	
	White
	Latino
	Other
	
	Female
	Male

	Gavin Newsom
	15
	27
	2
	14
	
	17
	13
	8
	
	16
	14

	John Cox
	12
	1
	30
	5
	
	17
	5
	12
	
	10
	15

	Travis Allen
	11
	1
	21
	11
	
	12
	8
	11
	
	7
	15

	Antonio Villaraigosa
	9
	17
	2
	10
	
	2
	22
	2
	
	10
	8

	John Chiang
	4
	4
	2
	6
	
	3
	4
	5
	
	3
	4

	Delaine Eastin
	2
	3
	1
	5
	
	2
	2
	6
	
	4
	1

	Someone Else
	8
	8
	6
	13
	
	8
	8
	14
	
	10
	7

	Don’t Know
	38
	39
	36
	37
	
	38
	38
	43
	
	40
	36


   Note: “Other” for race/ethnicity includes blacks and Asians. Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding.
Majority of Valley Voters Support Repeal of New Gas Taxes
The new survey also shows that a majority of registered voters in the San Joaquin Valley support repeal of the gas taxes that the governor and legislature adopted last year. Overall, 58 percent of respondents said they would support repeal of the taxes if the election were held today, while 36 percent would vote to keep them. The new gas taxes and vehicle registration fees are expected to raise $5 billion a year to help repair the state’s roads and highways. Support for repeal of the taxes is stronger in the Valley than it is statewide. In a January 2018 Public Policy Institute of California poll, less than a majority, or 47 percent, of likely voters favored repeal of the taxes. 
As expected, most Republicans (77 percent) support repeal of the gas taxes, while a majority of Democrats (53 percent) support keeping the taxes. A majority of Independents, or 58 percent, would join Republicans in voting to repeal them as well.

Support for repeal of the gas taxes rises with age. Exactly half of registered voters in the youngest age category, 18-34, would support repeal of the taxes. This percentage rises 10 percentage points to 60 percent for those respondents aged 35-54 and another 3 percentage points to 63 percent for those voters 55 and older. 

Majorities of both female (53 percent) and male (63 percent) registered voters support repeal of the gas taxes, although males are more strongly in favor of repeal. 

Table 2: Percentage That Support Repeal of the Gas Taxes
	
	
	Party Registration
	
	Age
	
	Gender

	
	All
	Dem
	Rep
	Ind.
	
	18-34
	35-54
	55+
	
	Female
	Male

	Repeal Them
	58
	40
	77
	58
	
	50
	60
	63
	
	53
	63

	Keep Them
	36
	53
	18
	35
	
	43
	34
	32
	
	38
	34

	Don’t know
	6
	6
	5
	7
	
	7
	5
	5
	
	8
	3


Note: “Other” for race/ethnicity includes blacks and Asians. Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding.
Feinstein Leads in Race for US Senate, but Many Valley Voters Would Support Other Candidates
Survey respondents were also asked about their vote preference in California’s 2018 US Senate race. Only two candidates were running at the time of our survey and both are Democrats. Incumbent US Senator Dianne Feinstein received the most support with 29 percent indicating that they would vote for her if the election were held today. Sixteen percent of respondents said that they would vote for former State Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de León. Nearly 4 out of 10 voters said that they would support someone else besides Feinstein and de León, indicating dissatisfaction with the current field of candidates, most likely because no prominent Republican has entered the race.

Feinstein is the clear favorite among Democratic voters in the Valley. More than half (54 percent) would vote for her, while nearly 1 out of 5 would support de León. Dissatisfaction with the field of candidates is most obvious among registered Republicans. Sixty-eight percent said that they would vote for someone else besides Feinstein and de León. De León has a slight lead (13 percent to 8 percent) among Republicans that would vote for one of the two Democratic candidates. About 4 out of 10 Independents said that they would vote for someone else besides the two candidates in the race. Twenty-four percent indicated that they would support Feinstein, while 16 percent would vote for de León. 

There do not appear to be advantages for either candidate based on race or gender of the voter. Feinstein leads among all racial and ethnic groups who support one of the two candidates, despite the fact that de León is a Latino candidate. White and non-white, non-Latino voters are the most likely to say that they would vote for someone else. Feinstein also leads among both male and female voters. Thirty-five percent of female voters said they would vote for her, while 22 percent of males would do the same. Male voters were most likely to say that they would vote for someone else. 

 Table 3: Percentage That Would Vote for Each US Senate Candidate if the Election Were Held Today
	
	
	Party Registration
	
	Race/Ethnicity
	
	Gender

	
	All
	Dem
	Rep
	Ind.
	
	White
	Latino
	Other
	
	Female
	Male

	Dianne Feinstein
	29
	54
	8
	25
	
	25
	36
	24
	
	35
	22

	 Kevin de León
	16
	18
	13
	19
	
	12
	22
	16
	
	17
	15

	Someone Else
	39
	8
	68
	41
	
	49
	22
	35
	
	32
	47

	 Don’t know
	16
	20
	11
	16
	
	13
	20
	25
	
	17
	16


 Note: “Other” for race/ethnicity includes blacks and Asians. Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding.
Methodology of Survey

The findings in this report are based on a survey of a random sample of registered voters from the San Joaquin Valley, which includes eight counties: Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare. A total of 634 registered voters were interviewed in English. Seventy percent were interviewed on cell phones and 30 percent were interviewed on landlines. Interviewing took place on weekday nights and Sunday evenings, from February 5-15, 2018. 

Phone numbers were randomly selected by county from the state voter file provided by the California Secretary of State’s Office. The sample was limited to one registered voter per household. The final sample was weighted by age, gender, race/ethnicity, and party registration to match the characteristics of the San Joaquin Valley registered voter population. The Institute used data from the voter file to determine the benchmarks for age and party registration and used registered voter county reports from Political Data, Inc. for gender and race/ethnicity in order to ensure representativeness of the sample. The margin of error for the survey is ±3.9 percent at the 95 percent confidence level for the unweighted sample of 634 adults. That is, we are 95 percent confident the results will reflect the population’s responses +/- 3.9 percentage points, if all registered voters in the San Joaquin Valley were interviewed. There are other possible sources of error beyond sampling variability, such as question wording, question sequencing, and survey timing.
Additional information about our methodology is available upon request from Dr. Lisa Bryant at lbryant@mail.fresnostate.edu or 559.278.7612. 
Questions Asked
· Turning to the 2018 elections, Governor Jerry brown will leave the governor’s office this year because of California’s term limits law. Under the new top-2 primary system in California, the two candidates that receive the most votes in the June primary, regardless of party, will move on to the general election in November. If the June primary were held today and the following were the candidates, who would you vote for? [READ CANDIDATES’ NAMES; CANDIDATES WILL ROTATE]
· Travis Allen, a Republican

· Delaine Eastin, a Democrat

· John Cox, a Republican

· Gavin Newsome, a Democrat

· Antonio Villaraigosa, a Democrat

· John Chiang (pronounced Chung), a Democrat

· Someone Else

· Don’t know/Refuse to answer

· Last year, the governor and legislature adopted an increase in gas taxes and vehicle registration fees to raise $5 billion a year to help repair the state’s roads and highways. Opponents of the tax and fee increases are seeking to place an initiative on the ballot to repeal the taxes and fees. If the election were held today, would you vote to repeal the new taxes or to keep them?

· Repeal them

· Keep them

· Don’t know/Refuse to Answer

· As you may know, California also has an election this year for one of its two US Senators. If the June primary were held today and the following were the candidates, who would you vote for? [READ CANDIDATES’ NAMES; CANDIDATES WILL ROTATE]

· Dianne Feinstein, a Democrat

· Kevin De Leon, a Democrat

· Someone else

· Don’t know/Refuse to Answer

Questions about the survey results can be directed to Dr. Jeff Cummins at jcummins@csufresno.edu or 559.278.6693.
About the Institute for Leadership and Public Policy
Under the College of Social Sciences, the new Institute for Leadership and Public Policy is dedicated to conducting policy-relevant research and offering student training and career development to inspire pubic leadership in the San Joaquin Valley. Financial support for the Institute has been provided by a generous gift from PG&E and Chevron.
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