	Sociology of Social Movements
Soc 122 Spring 2005

	Course Information 
	Instructor: Dr. Timothy Kubal

	units : 3
	Office Number: SS 224

	Time: 7-950  
	email : tkubal@csufresno.edu

	Location: SG 131
	Telephone: 278-5145

	Website: Blackboard
	Office Hours: 12-1 MWF, and by appt.


Class description


This course covers theories of nonviolent direct action.  Students will be exposed to these theories through readings on identity movements.  We will discuss goals, ideology, norms, organizational structure, leadership, strategy, tactics, and influence of social movements.  

Social movements have emerged around many identities throughout U.S. history.  This class on social movements focuses on several of the major identity movements that have captured attention in the U.S. – White Supremacists, Religious Terrorists, the Civil Rights Movement, and the American Indian Movement.  Politics does make for strange bedfellows.  Morality aside, these represent four major identity movements -- the patriotic, religious, ethnic, and anti-colonial -- that have dominated U.S. politics throughout history.  This class will focus on the emergence, mobilization, and especially, the meaning making within these movements.  We will read four qualitative case studies, each representing one of the major identity movements.  We will also read and critique portions of the professor’s book in progress, on the patterns of meaning among identity movements that have mobilized on Columbus Day.
This is a “read and discuss” class.    After reading each of our four required books, students will display their understanding of the readings by completing a take home exam.  
Class objectives

1) Digest major sociological case studies on the major axes of identity upon which movements have mobilized throughout U.S. history – patriotic, religious, ethnic, and anti-colonial.

2) Digest selected documentaries on the four major identity movements

3) Understand and apply major theories of social movements

4) Provide feedback for professor’s book in progress on identity movements

5) Develop public speaking skills

Grading

Four exams – multiple choice, given on Blackboard only (with possible exception of the final).  The exams will be open-note and open-book, and will include 50 questions.  The questions will be based on readings, lecture, in class video (take notes during video).  Each of these four exams will be worth 15% of the course grade.
Two discussion leader paper/presentations – must be on two different books. Each 3-4 page paper will include summary, comparison, critique, and wonder.  You will provide a handout that outlines your 5-10 minute presentation.   Each of these two paper/presentation combinations will be worth 10% of the course grade.
Four 1-page critiques of professor’s chapters.  Each of these will be worth 2.5% of the course grade.
Participation – attendance, questions, and comments about the course material in class and on blackboard discussion board throughout the semester. 10% of the course grade

Exams 

 





60%

Discussion Leader Papers/Presentations 

 
20%

Critiques, participation 




20%

More details on participation and presentations

The class is organized as a learning community.  The professor’s role in a learning community is to guide the learning process.  The student’s role in the learning community is to accept partial responsibility for the teaching and learning that occurs in the class.  Most formally, this appears in the requirement that each student serve as discussion leader three times throughout the semester.  Each student will sign up for two slots for discussion leader.  Once picked, the dates for discussion leaders may not be changed.  Discussion leaders will write and upload to Blackboard an analysis paper (3-4 pages double spaced), and upload handouts that summarize the readings.  Uploads to the blackboard website are to be completed 24 hours before the start of the class in which the student will present.  A 1% penalty will be assessed for each hour late.  No exceptions will be made for late papers.  Rescheduling will be allowed only in the case of doctor-verified sickness and must be approved on the day of returning to class.  I will provide copies of handouts for the class only if they are emailed to me correctly at least 24 hours in advance, along with a request to make copies.  All others are expected to pay for and deliver handouts at their own expense.  On the scheduled class period students are expected to present for 5-10 minutes.  Presentations should not be read directly off the handouts.  Handouts and presentations will account for 35% of the discussion leader grade.  65% of the discussion leader grade will be based on the analysis paper.  

The discussion leader paper should: 1) summarize the readings, 2) compare/contrast to one sociological journal article on the topic (must be a journal article found in Sociological Abstracts),  and two current newspaper articles on the topic from lexus/nexus, 3) critique the readings, and 4) wonder about the readings.  30% of the total course grade will be based on three performances in the role of discussion leader (10% each).  

Students not presenting also have an important role to play – engaging the presenter and participating in discussion of the assigned readings.  It is safe to say that each student should come to each class with at least one thoughtful comment or question about the readings.  Behave as you would in a job or profession where it pays to act as if you are enthused. In the workplace, the people that the boss notices get the promotions. In this course, it is your responsibility to get yourself noticed as someone who attends class regularly, who has read the course material, thought about it seriously, and who has been generous about sharing your questions and insights with the rest of the class.  The professor may offer short assignments throughout the semester to evaluate a portion of the participation grade.  10% of the course grade will evaluate participation throughout the semester.  

Policies

Prerequisites and Technology Requirements 


The course assumes basic college level skills regarding communication -- reading and writing. The reading is fairly dense material that will need to be studied. The course may also require you to read online material such as lectures, student posts, and websites. You will be required to occasionally write and share your words. 

This course assumes a working knowledge of Blackboard, computers, and the web. If you lack these skills, or would like to brush up on your skills, you will need to teach yourself (with help, of course). There are several resources to help. Within the Blackboard top frame are several navigating links. Go to "User Guide" and "Blackboard Support," and read the tutorials. Also, there is an organization on Blackboard specifically for students. Students can read how to use various Blackboard tools by accessing the "Blackboard Student Orientation". To do this: 

Click on the "Community" tab in Blackboard 
Locate the "Organization Catalog" area at the bottom left of the page 
Click on the "Blackboard Student Orientation" hyperlink 
Click once more on "Blackboard Student Orientation" to get to the materials 

Finally, you can call the help desk or digital campus, and ask questions. You will notice that the instructor's name and number are not listed when you click on "Blackboard Support." 

Please do not contact the instructor with Blackboard or technology questions. If you have a question about the course content you should contact the instructor.

GETTING HELP

Digital Campus 


For Blackboard support, email the Digital Campus at digitalcampus@listserv.csufresno.edu or call the Digital Campus Resource Lab Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 278-7373. You can also fill out the Trouble Report Form.

Help Desk 


For after hours Blackboard support, contact the Help Desk. Help Desk agents are available via telephone seven days a week between 7:00 AM and 10:00 PM. Students can contact the Help Desk by calling 278-7000. The Help Desk can also be reached for assistance via email at help@csufresno.edu or by accessing the Help Center website at http://help.csufresno.edu/.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in Madden Library 1049 (278-2811).

 
All work for this course must be completed alone.  Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so.  It is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means.  Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material so used as one's own work.  Mistakes in citations can lead to charges of plagiarism.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. 

At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience. Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services (http://www/csufresno.edu/ITS/) or the University Bookstore. In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University's information resources.  

It is essential to the learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.  Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop and understanding of the community in which they live . . . Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.

Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research.  Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code).To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to visit its copyright web page. http://www.lib.csufresno.edu/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/copyrtpolicyfull.pdf
Digital Campus course web sites contain material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.

Tentative Schedule
	Wed. Jan 19
	Introduction
	None

	Jan 26
	Patriotic
	Women of the Klan, first third

	Feb 2
	Patriotic
	Women of the Klan, second third

	Feb 9
	Patriotic
	Women of the Klan, third third

	Feb 16
	patriotic
	The patriotic Columbus

Exam 1 Due



	Feb 23
	religious
	Terror in the mind of god, first 1/3

	March 2
	religious
	Terror in the mind of god, second 1/3

	March 9
	religious
	Terror in the mind of god, third 1/3

	March 16
	religious
	The religious Columbus

Exam 2 Due



	March 23
	ethnic
	Civil Rights: the 1960’s freedom struggle, first third

	March 30
	ethnic
	Civil Rights: the 1960’s freedom struggle, second third

	April 6
	ethnic
	Civil Rights: the 1960’s freedom struggle, third third

	April 13
	ethnic
	The ethnic Columbus

Exam 3 Due



	April 20
	Anti-colonial
	Lakota Woman, first third

	April 27
	Anti-colonial
	Lakota Woman, second third

	May 4
	Anti-colonial
	Lakota Woman, third third

	May 11
	Anti-colonial
	The anti-colonial Columbus


Final Exam in this course: Monday May 16 8-10pm
This schedule may change.  You are responsible for finding material and updates if you miss class.
