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Building Bridges,
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Welcome to California State University, Fresno’s First
Annual Gender, Race, and Sexuality Undergraduate
Conference!
We recognize the land that this conference is taking place on and are fortunate
to sit in the midst of the San Joaquin Valley, a valley rich in the traditions and
representation of Native American peoples and cultures. Fresno State sits
within the traditional homelands of the Yokut (Yoh-cut) peoples, whose diverse
tribal communities share stewardship over this land.
We are extremely pleased with your attendance and hope that you enjoy the
scholarship of the presenters along the lines of gender, race, sexuality, and its
intersections. The presenters are undergraduate students, meaning that they
have yet to receive their degree, making their scholarship most noteworthy. The
goal of this conference is to continue shedding light and to bring forth issues
within our communities and societies that chain us to dominant narratives.
Though our goal is to demonstrate issues within these categories, we hope you
notice the complexity of these issues, especially as they pertain to our current
climate. By the end of this conference, we hope that you will take to heart our
message of Building Bridges, not Borders.
We want to sincerely thank community leaders and organizations for coming to
this event and sharing this space with us. We value your voice and are
encouraged in creating critical dialogues around social justice. We thank our
Dean of Social Sciences, Dr. Michelle DenBeste for opening the GRS
Undergraduate Conference. We are honored to have Aileen Rizo as our keynote
this year. Aileen’s ongoing fight for gender pay equity in the Fresno County
Office of Education is an important battle that affects us all.
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Building Bridges,
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As the Gender, Race, and Sexuality Conference Committee, we are most
indebted and grateful for the immense leadership of our Women’s Studies
Program, especially our committee director, Dr. Kat Fobear, and mentor, Dr.
Leece Lee-Oliver, whom without their leadership this conference would not
have been achievable. A special thanks is also to be given to Dr. Loretta
Kensinger, Dr. Larissa Mercado-Lopez, Dr. Melinda Micco, and our Program
Coordinator, Dr. Kathryn Forbes for enlightening us with their perspectives
and experiences throughout this journey.
We would also like to thank the Office of the Dean of the College of Social
Sciences, P.O.W.E.R., Cross Cultural Gender Center, Henry Madden Library,
Fresno State’s Associated Students, INC, and our fellow student volunteers
for their support. A special thank you to our Women’s Studies Administrative
Support Assistant, Jeremy Alvarez, for all the work he has done making this
conference happen.
We hope that you enjoy the conference, and that you apply these works in
your everyday life.
- 2019 Gender, Race, and Sexuality Undergraduate Conference Committee
Elizabeth Chavez, Juan J. Esparza, Justine Esparza, Emalee Farley, Andrew Green,
Shawna Irissarri, Elvia Lopez and Gaonoucci Belle Vang
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Introduction

7:45-Doors open
8:00-Registration starts
8:30-Dean of Social Sciences, Dr. Michelle DenBeste
8:45-Keynote Address by Professor Aileen Rizo (HML 2206)
9:45-11:00 First Block of Panels
Panel 1: Interlocking Identities: The Power of Lived
Experiences and Intergenerational Memories (HML 2206)
Panel 2: Sexual Health and Heterosexism: Queering SexEducation/Transgressing Institutional Race/Gender/Ableist
Normativities (HML 2127)
Panel 3: Queer and Feminist Analyses of Gender-based
Violence in News Media Reporting: Coercing Public Reactions
in the Policing of Women’s Bodies & Identities (HML 3212)

11:15-12:30 Second Block of Panels
Panel 1: Breaking Borders: Misrepresentations of Interstitial
Spaces (HML 2206)
Panel 2: Queering The Master’s Tools: Intersectional Failure in
the CSU System for Trans Persons and Queer Persons of
Color (HML 2127)

Panel 3: Colonial Resistance Through the Times:
Transnational Explorations of Gender, Power and Race
(HML 3212)

Conference Schedule
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12:30-1:45 Lunch & Tabling of Community Organizations
2:00-3:15 Third Block of Panels
Panel 1: Shifting Narratives: Eradicating the Dynamic of White
Heteronormativity Through Media Representation (HML 2206)
Panel 2: WiFi Waves: Feminist Activism through Social Media
(HML 2127)
Panel 3: Navigating New Spaces: Racialization of Immigration,
Intergenerational Dynamics, and Gendered Relationships
(HML 3212)

3:30-4:45 Fourth Block of Panels
Panel 1: Mainstream Porn, Rape Culture, & Forging Feminist
Futures: Combatting Sexism, Racism, & Homophobia in the
Porn Industry (HML 2206)
Panel 2: Claims to Power: Subverting Gender and Questioning
Hegemony Through Counternarratives of Historical Literature
(HML 2127)

Panel 3: Fatness, Femininity, & Friendship: Building Community
on Social Media (HML 3212)
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Conference Schedule

Panel Summaries
FIRST BLOCK
Panel 1: Interlocking Identities: The Power of
Lived Experiences and Intergenerational
Memories
(Location: HML 2206)
This panel explores the power of using history and narrativity, oral tradition,
and intergenerational storytelling to support family and community wellness.
Panelists explore how memory work contributes to personal healing and
community wellness. Navigating the phenomenon of race/racism,
intergenerational familial shifts, connections to place, and individual stories of
realization, panelists explore narratives that illustrate how postcolonial life is
centered around “Whiteness,” which can make it challenging for those who
identify outside the margins of white heteronormativity.
Each panelist considers how intersectional inequalities often silence and
further marginalize peoples who are defined through the lens of coloniality.
Panelists engage cultural translation to show how new stories emerge within
their communities that reflect the ongoing legacies of power and
disenfranchisement brought on by colonialism and their own strategies of
resistance. Intergenerational trauma is brought to light, and through
acknowledgment and understanding, the panelists shed light on how new
forms of resistance are bridged, and how these forms of resistance help to
further activism within individuals and their communities.
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Panelists
Self-Emasculation-- Juan Esparza, California State University, Fresno
Learning and Healing through Storytelling: Community Engaged Research with
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice-- Aurora and Nancy Bahena Valdez,
California State University, San Diego
"Where My Father Went To Die, I Was Born."-- Nohemi Samudio, California State
University, Fresno
Aging and the Meaning of Place-- Delaney Olmo, California State University,
Fresno
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Panels - Block 1

Panel 2: Sexual Health and Heterosexism:
Queering Sex-Education/Transgressing
Institutional Race/Gender/Ableist Normativities
(Location: HML 2127)
This panel interrogates institutionalized normativities in sexual education
curriculum in the U.S. Panelists explore how bodies of color, trans bodies, and
differently abled bodies are encountered in sexual education classrooms to
illustrate the impacts of white-able-body-cis-heteronormativity on public
perceptions and individual sexual health.
Leveraging queer, trans, race, abilities, and decolonial theories, panelists
identify subpar curricular standards, make visible white-heterosexism inherent
in sexual education, question governmental-based sexual educational
standards, and expose hegemonic solidarity practices that rely on marginalizing
tactics to reify white-ableist-cis-heteronormativity.
Decolonial frameworks are used to reevaluate the normativities of “difference”
and hypothesize how accessibility to diverse cultural-intellectual systems may
offer insights into restructuring sex and sexual education in the U.S.

Panelists
Let's Talk about Sex.-- Jenna Perez, California State University, Fresno
The Case for Queer Inclusive Sexual Education-- Brenda Villalobos, California
State University, Fresno
Solidarity in the Practice-- Jamilet Ochoa, California State University, Long
Beach
Crip Temporalities And Asynchronized Becomings-- Sara Pantoja, California
State University, Long Beach

Panels - Block 1
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Panel 3: A Queer and Feminist Analysis of
Gender-based Violence in the News Media
Reporting: Coercing Public Reactions and the
Policing of Women’s Bodies & Identities
(Location: HML 3212)
This panel offers direct criticisms of cis-heteropatriarchy in local law enforcement
and institutionalized male privilege in government as they are perpetuated by
news reporting of gender-based violence in the media.
Panelists theorize and interrogate the social consequences that silencing,
trivializing, and subverting victim testimonies have created for women and gender
non-conforming people.
These works pay particular attention to people who are most negatively impacted,
including survivors of sexualized violence, and further questions the mistreatment
and representations of sex workers in such media.
The panelists also demonstrate how white and heteronormative performing men in
power are not held accountable for their crimes, and how such men leverage their
power to silence opposing narratives.

Panelists
Framing the Sex Trade: Law Enforcement, Media, and the Public-- Elvia Lopez,
California State University, Fresno
Transgender Representation in the News Media: A Look at the Victims of Violent
Crime-- Rachel Lewis, California State University, Fresno
Brett Kavanaugh’s Opening Statement as a Subject of Feminist Criticism-Victoria Cisneros, California State University, Fresno
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SECOND BLOCK
Panel 1: Breaking Borders: Misrepresentations
of Interstitial Spaces
(Location: HML 2206)
This panel examines the decolonial strategy of interstitial spaces, a theory created
by Gloria Anzaldúa, to identify the ways in which Queer peoples secure knowledge
of their sexuality within themselves as a strategy of protection in the face of
heterosexist hegemonic oppression. Panelists will engage and expand on
Anzaldúa’s theory to explore the intersections of race, gender, location, and
survivability. Specifically, presenters consider the relationships between
institutional oppression and barriers and the ways in which social locations and
environments in which communities of color are situated may contribute to the
development of social issues (i.e. mass incarceration, water scarcity,
discrimination), forms of resistance, and strategies for community empowerment.

Panelists
The reality of water scarcity and quality among low-income families in the
Central Valley of California-- Justine Esparza, California State University Fresno
Mass Incarceration: Nuestra Gente-- Anais Chatmajian Covarrubias, California
State University, Long Beach
Where Chicanas Belong: The Interstitial Spaces Created-- Graciela SierraMoreno, California State University, Fresno

Panels - Block 2
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Panel 2: Queering The Master’s Tools:
Intersectional Failure in the CSU System for
Trans Persons and Queer Persons of Color
(Location: HML 2127)
This panel takes up two critical race and queer theories to interrogate the current
campus climate for LGBTQ+ peoples.
Drawing on Audre Lorde’s 1984 book, The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the
Master’s House, and Kimberlé Crenshaw’s theory of “intersectional failure,”
panelists will theoretically and practically utilize these sources to challenging the
current hegemonic systems at work in the CSU. This panel utilizes queer theory
and critical race theory to analyze and bring forth the discrimination that LGBTQ+
individuals and Queer Persons of Color face on varying CSU campuses. The
panelists critique the misalignment of assessments regarding issues such as
campus climate along with how marginalized groups such as people of color and
queer people perceive social issues differently than their white, heterosexual and
cisgender counterparts.
Panelists also emphasize the importance of avoiding generalization and the
promotion of inclusivity regarding gender, race, and sexuality.

Panelists
Trans* of Color Theorizing: Transing Ethnic Studies & Women's and Gender
Studies in the CSU and Beyond--Carlos Gomez, Cal Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo
Our OWN: An Analysis of Gender Representation and Inclusion in Media--Katie Ettl, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
Assessing LGBTQ+ Campus Climate at Sonoma State University-- Lana Harris,
California State University, Sonoma
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Panel 3: Colonial Resistance Through the
Times: Transnational Explorations of Gender,
Power and Race
(Location: HML 3212)
During times of transitions of state power, women from different eras and
geographic spaces face barriers. Yet many are able to create and practice
strategies of resistance.
Presenters look at cases where women and girls were subjected to state and
societal violence during times of political upheaval and war. As a result, women
and girls must navigate gendered and racialized political and social violence, and
form communities to survive.
The panel explores the power and impacts of their invisibility during and in the
aftermath of political instability, militarization, and colonial legacies.

Panelists
The Intersectionality of Race in Gender: The Plight of the Mulatto in
Revolutionary Haiti-- Italie Torres, California State University, Dominguez Hills
The Vietnamese Women of Little Saigon-- Thaithao Nguyen, California State
University, Dominguez Hills
Citizens, Patriots, Pilots, and Pariahs: A Social Analysis of the Women’s Airforce
Service Pilots of WWII-- Sarah Cruz, California State University, Fresno

Panels - Block 2
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THIRD BLOCK
Panel 1: Shifting Narratives: Eradicating the
Dynamic of White Heteronormativity Through
Media Representation
(Location: HML 2206)
This panel utilizes Queer and Feminist theories to question and strategize against
cis-heteronormativity that maintains oppressive systems.
Centralizing Queer and Feminist theories, panelists explore the ideals of
institutional diversity and engage queer feminist approaches to promote the
reinvention of diversity frameworks. Offering up the oppositional gaze, these
panelists counteract toxic masculinity and other hegemonic structures that
sustain and become normalized through western ethnocentrism.
The panelists also juxtapose the representation of marginalized bodies in both
mainstream media and social media to question how the public becomes complicit
in the perpetuation of heteronormativity.

Panelists
Our struggle to find true diversity-- Maria Hernandez, California State University,
San Marcos
White Gold: The Enforcement of Toxic Masculinity in a Post-Feminist
Framework-- Julia Shaw, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo
Queering YouTube: A Queer Analysis of The Gay and Wondrous Life of Caleb
Gallow-- Emalee Farley, California State University, Fresno
Black Life, Black Light-- Leilani Hemmings-Pallay, California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo
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Panel 2: WiFi Waves: Feminist Activism through
Social Media
(Location: HML 2127)
Black Lives Matter, White Wednesday, and Body Positivity groups around the
world have harnessed the power of social media as a pivotal device for social
justice activism.
Each panelist explores a movement to imagine how social media enables them to
create and participate in a digital political community. Through social media,
panelists discuss how they see this work leading to broader coalitional
developments that empower movements in a transnational world.
Panelists will also explore how they see and respond to political backlash against
their radical justice movements.

Panelists
White Wednesday Hijab Protests: Transgressing Boundaries Between Virtual
and Physical Space-- Sarah Boroujerdi, California State University, San
Francisco
#BlackLivesMatter: From Hashtag to Public Policy-- Alicia Jiggetts, University of
Richmond
Fighting for a Purpose: Redefining the Body Through Activism on Instagram-Karly Olivas California State University, Long Beach

Panels - Block 3
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Panel 3: Navigating New Spaces: Racialization
of Immigration, Intergenerational Dynamics, and
Gendered Relationships
(Location: HML 3212)
The term “immigration” has historically been racialized and used to control
gendered and racialized bodies. In this politically divisive climate, the term
immigration often refers to migrations from Central and Latin America.
The consequences are that the effects of racialization on the experiences of
immigrants and the process of migration disappear from the national discourse.
This panel examines how displacement and settlement impact family and
community relationships, gender within individual and family dynamics, and
personal wellness.

Panelists
How Do First-Generation College Students Live with the Fear That Their
Undocumented Parents Will be Deported?-- Aleks Rodas, California State
University, Fresno
Under Pressure: How Masculinity Effects Men of Immigrant Parents-Emily Ramirez Uribe, California State University, Long Beach
Mala Mujer-- Karina Mayo Trujillo, California State University, Long Beach
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FOURTH BLOCK
Panel 1: Mainstream Porn, Rape Culture, &
Forging a Feminist Futures: Combatting Sexism,
Racism, & Homophobia in the Porn Industry
(Location: HML 2206)
This panel examines the efficacy of the claim and the implications of mainstream
pornography as a medium that promotes sexist, racist and homophobic tropes.
Panelists examine how mainstream pornography perpetuates negative societal
attitudes towards marginalized peoples and supports systemic inequalities.
Panelists challenge the propagation of detrimental stereotypes in pornography
through thoughtful analysis of the predominance of rape culture imagery, diction,
and in the depiction of unequal intimate partner relationships as they can be seen
in mainstream pornography.
Presenters question the possible effects on the self-esteem of female, gender nonconforming, and negatively racialized viewers who bear witness to the
fetishization of violence against queer women and women of color.
Panelists also theorize and propose ethical alternatives to mainstream
pornography and imagine what pornography would look like [in an ideal world] if
queer women and women of color were portrayed with personal and political
agency.

Panels - Block 4
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Panelists
How the Misrepresentation of Asian and Asian-American Women Influences Rape
Culture and Sexual Assault--Marion Manalastas, California State University, San
Francisco
"There’s No Place Like Home: A Rhetorical Analysis of Erika Lust’s Ethical Porn
Site"-- Madison Wiese, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
The Big O: Unpacking Pornography's Influence on Women's Sexuality-- Jackie
Gormley, California State University, Chico
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Panel 2: Claims to Power: Subverting Gender
and Questioning Hegemony Through
Counternarratives of Historical Literature
(Location: HML 2127)
This panel interrogates dominant gendered and sexual narratives found in
historical and literary texts.
Panelists question how major historical figures are rendered and explore the
narrative power of suggestion to explore the ways in which texts serve to inform
readers/the public views of hegemony, heteronormativity and power.
Each presenter simultaneously resituates the representation of the key figures by
synthesizing gender and sexuality to imagine alternative messages the figures
serve. By offering counter-hegemonic interpretations, panelists envision and
reclaim the political efficacy of these historical figures.

Panelists
An Unquenchable Desire for the “Forbidden Fruit”: Exploring the Inversions of
Gender and Sexuality in Euripides’ Bacchae-- Hector Tapia, California State
University, Fresno
The Last Temptation of Isabella Linton: The Martyr for The Romantic and Sexual
Desire of Women in Victorian Society-- Reymundo Escobedo, California State
University, Fresno
Ambitious Women: Not a Modern Occurrence-- Mary Cruz, California State
University, Fresno

Panels - Block 4
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Panel 3: Fatness, Femininity, and Friendship:
Building Community on Social Media
(Location: HML 3212)
The popularity of the body positivity movement on social media has helped to
create new approaches to creating interstitial spaces for womyn of all body types
to promote radical activism, self-love and communal bonding.
Panelists explore the ways in which womyn navigate the online arenas, form
meaningful connections with other women, and negotiate the fatphobic
connotations assumed in the form of heteronormative femininity.
Panelists show how social media can both reinforce hegemonic racial and gender
norms through Eurocentric body standards as well as build new radical
relationships to the self and others and self empowerment through self
empowerment and collectivity.

Panelists
Body Positive Community - The New Wave of Feminism--Marinelle Cabillo,
California State University, San Francisco
Fat Women & The Embodiment of Femininity-- Brianna Mora, California State
University, Fresno
“Do Y’all Hear Sumn?”: Women, Memes, and Friendship--Alexis Gomez,
California State University, Fresno
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Special Thank You To Our Moderators!

Larissa Mercado-Lopez
Leece Lee-Oliver
Elizabeth Chavez
Aimee Rickman
G. Belle Vang
Kathryn Forbes
John Beynon
Loretta Kensinger
Jacki Alvarez
Cecilia Ruesta
Jasmine Leiva
DeAnna Reese

Building Bridges, Not Borders
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Affiliated Organizations
These local organizations will be available for networking
opportunities during our lunchtime tabling event from
12:30-1:45 p.m. in the hallway outside of the Ellipse Gallery

Fresno EOC is an entrepreneurial agency, that bridges the gap to selfsufficiency by providing opportunities and resources, as they initiate
and partner in shared community efforts to improve the quality of life.
Their goal is to empower individuals who thrive as healthy, selfsufficient and contributing members of our communities, and promote
healthy communities with equal access to social justice, jobs, education
and resources.
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Root & Rebound's mission is to transfer power and information from the
policy and legal communities to the people most impacted by our
criminal justice system through public education, direct legal services,
and policy advocacy, so that the law serves, rather than harms, low
income communities and communities of color in the United States.

Trans-E-Motion

Trans-E-Motion aims to honor and celebrate the lives of Transgender and
Gender Diverse persons, both past and present; to bring about social
change for the benefit of the community through activities, outreach, and
events that provide education, advocacy and support to all. They host
events throughout the year, including Transgender Day of Remembrance
and Transgender Day of Visibility as well as monthly social and support
groups.

Affiliated Organizations
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Fresno Barrios Unidos is a community benefit organization that has
been serving the community for over twenty-three years, with an array
of programs and services addressing the needs of the community. Our
goal is to provide young people with the skills and opportunities they
need to thrive in their communities and give back. Our approach is
holistic, culturally sensitive, and inclusive of all.

99Rootz is a youth program that's by young people and for young
people in Central Valley rural communities connected by the 99
highway. We believe that we can change our communities using
transformative strategies that are rooted in the issues we care about! Hit
us up if you're interested in building an unapologetic youth-led
movement that centers organizing, art, culture, and healing
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Centro La Familia provides a broad range of services to un-served and
underserved residents in more than a dozen different communities.
Each week, our experienced and specialized bilingual staff (English,
Spanish and Hmong) works in remote areas of Fresno County to assist
community members who face transportation barriers.
We serve more than 10,000 clients annually and reach more than
100,000 community members through outreach and education
programs, presentations, workshops, special events and multi-media.
Our nonprofit, grant-funded organization is led by an executive director
who reports to an all-volunteer board of directors.

Fresno American Indian Health Project
The Fresno American Indian Health Project is a culturally sensitive
health access and advocacy program designed to enhance the health
and well being of the American Indian community in the City of Fresno,
CA. The Health Project provides public health services and access to
free & low cost quality health care. The primary program services are
comprehensive case management, public health nursing, providing
access to health services and prevention education.

Affiliated Organizations
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ACT for Women and Girls
ACT is a non-profit reproductive justice
organization in Tulare County building power
through leadership development, community
organizing, advocacy, and policy change in our
communities.

IGNITE is a movement of young women who are ready to become the
next generation of political leaders. Their vision is to build a movement
of young women who are civically engaged, respond to issues in their
own communities, and who ultimately pursue elective office.
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In the Women’s Studies Program, the development of your passions and
intellectual interests come first. Through inventive classes, community
engagement, and thoughtful mentoring, the Women’s Studies Program
lets you craft an education that fits your personal and career goals. In
the classroom, you will learn to develop your own voice in a supportive
environment with engaged students. You will graduate with the skills
needed to navigate your career and, more importantly, you will graduate
empowered to face life’s challenges, ready to make a difference.

Planned Parenthood is a trusted health care provider, an informed
educator, a passionate advocate, and a global partner helping similar
organizations around the world. Planned Parenthood delivers vital
reproductive health care, sex education, and information to millions of
women, men, and young people worldwide.

Affiliated Organizations

25

The Cross Cultural and Gender Center exists to contribute significantly
to the continued development of a safe and welcoming environment for
the Fresno State community. We foster meaningful dialogue and
activism that works to eliminate racism, sexism, heterosexism, and
other forms of oppression. Our values are based on the feminist
principles of equality, intersectionality, and human rights. The center is
a community that works toward creating an atmosphere where students,
faculty, staff and administrators are empowered and supported in their
efforts to lead successful lives.

We would like to thank all of the tabling organizations again
for their support and all the good they do for our
community.
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